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MEDIA RELEASE



MONDAY 2nd February 2009
The Cheviots have a Future

We know that climate change will pose some significant challenges for communities in the future, but what are they and how can we address them?

The Environment Agency is initiating a new partnership called Cheviot Futures which will start to answer these questions at a practical level by working with landowners and managers in the Glendale and North Northumberland area. Cheviot Futures brings together all the interested parties who have a stake in the countryside, providing them with a working group for developing new and innovative techniques and trialling demonstration works that will adapt their land and businesses to the changing climate. This will ensure a more co-ordinated and streamlined approach from the various organisations and projects in the area, as suggested in the feedback after the September 2008 floods.
This will not only include planning for the threats a changing climate poses, but will also identify the good things that may come from different weather patterns. The intention is that whatever may happen, the stewardship of the land will be tackled by local people whose interest and livelihoods are bound up with its sustainability and future profit. Already, for 2009, action with local partners is planned. This includes such prescriptions such as tree planting to reduce bank erosion, increase shade and slow down flood peaks, as well as gravel management and grip blocking. And a strong communications campaign to engage land managers and their expertise in identifying how we can work with climate change.
Farmers, landowners and managers will lead the way in ensuring the future of the land. Cheviot Futures will be the means all interested parties can rely on to identify and use good ideas and to apply simple measures to adapt to predicted events such as increased flooding, drought, wildfires, erosion and extreme weather. It will also be there to trial techniques, share knowledge of land issues and take the lead in becoming a UK case study for best practice.
Already, Cheviot Futures has successfully applied for Leader funding from the RDPE leader for works at The Fenton Centre and Ingram Visitor Centre. This support represents the first approved New Leader project in mainland England.  Simon Henderson of West Fenton Farm is one farmer who is already advising Cheviot Futures, and he knows only too well what the consequences are of new climatic conditions. “In this area farmers are more vulnerable than most to extreme weather conditions which includes flooding, drought and wind. If we wish to continue in business the need to address these climatic issues is paramount. We need to adapt our practices so that we can manage the negative impacts and benefit from the new opportunities that climate change does bring, such as changing cropping practices.  We hear a lot of talk about climate change, however, now through Cheviot Futures, farmers will be able to take positive action to safeguard their own future and that of future generations. “

Peter Kerr of the Environment Agency said. 'This is a genuine partnership initiative and we are keen that farmers and land managers to take ownership of the project and use it to help secure their land and livelihood in a changing environment. 
Cheviot Futures brings together farmers, landowners, the Environment Agency, Forestry Commission, Ministry of Defence, Natural England, North East Climate Change Partnership (Regional Climate Change Coordinator), Northumberland National Park, Northumberland Strategic Partnership, English Heritage, Northumberland Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Tweed Forum and the Rural Development Programme for England, jointly funded by Defra and the European Union. Cheviot Futures is unique in the UK as a partnership taking forward practical measures to adapt to climate change.
Further details about Cheviot Futures can be found on www.cheviotfutures.co.ukENDS
ALL MEDIA ENQURIES TO BARBARA HUDDART – GLENDALE PR – 01668283044 07980850 394. barbara@glendalepr.com
Additional Information
1. One of the first practical steps Cheviot Futures has taken is to commission a study into the impact of the catastrophic floods in the Till catchment in early September. During the floods, the Till catchment experienced exceptional river levels resulting in severe damage and disruption. Sheep and cattle were lost, crops were destroyed, key infrastructure such as roads and bridges were destroyed and important utilities were damaged. All of this impacted hugely on the local economy. 

2. In their research The Centre for Rural Economy (CRE) at Newcastle University will capture the true impact of the floods on the local economy, people's thoughts and experiences.  They will also study rates of erosion, deposition, and issues relating to infrastructure and agricultural land. This will be combined with the local communities’ views on how the river should be managed in future. This aspect of the study aims to ensure the Cheviot Futures partners and local communities have a mutual understanding of the best options for the future management of the river.

Through this piece of work, the flood event will be mapped and mechanisms for future events, as well as immediate measures to be implemented, will be identified and recommended to the Cheviot Futures approach.
3.  Funding for the interpretation and communication work at the start of the Cheviot Futures project comes from Northumberland Uplands New Leader Local Action Group. New Leader is an approach to delivering the Rural Development Programme for England which is jointly funded by Defra and the European Union and is managed by One NorthEast in the North East region.

The LAG expects to have a budget of some £350,000 pa up to April 2013 and is determined to work at grass roots in order to support bottom-up rural development projects and initiatives that meet RDPE priorities. 

The LAG is made up of 22 members from all parts of the Uplands, who bring a broad range of skills and experience to support innovative local projects.

4. Cheviot Futures believes its demonstration projects will deliver multiple benefits. i.e. Tree planting will reduce river flows and catch debris during flood events, reduce riverbank erosion, provide important habitat for wildlife and shade to rivers (needed to maintain the river temperature for optimum fish migration). And proposals are being developed to do this in the Till Catchment.
5 This is a new, practical approach to climate change; and one of the first of it’s kind in the UK.  If you would like to talk to us about opportunities on your land or if you would just like to learn more about the project, please email info@cheviotfutures.co.uk 
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The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development:


Europe investing in rural areas.
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