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Cheviot Futures hopes to identify problems
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A new group is aiming high and is looking to find solutions to the environmental dangers that may face Northumberland.

The Environment Agency has created Cheviot Futures to try to identify future problems like the September 2008 floods, and will be working with the Glendale and North Northumberland area.

This will not only include planning for the threats a changing climate poses, but will also identify the good things that may come from different weather patterns. 

Peter Kerr of the Environment Agency said: "This is a genuine partnership initiative and we are keen that farmers and land managers take ownership of the project and use it to help secure their land and livelihood in a changing environment."

The group will provide a forum for anyone with a vested interest in the countryside to develop new and innovative techniques and trial ideas.

The group has already planned tree planting to reduce bank erosion and slow down flood peaks, and has commissioned a study into the impact of the catastrophic floods in the Till catchment in early September.

Simon Henderson of West Fenton Farm who is advising Cheviot Futures said: "In this area farmers are more vulnerable than most to extreme weather conditions which includes flooding, drought and wind. 

"We hear a lot of talk about climate change. Now, through Cheviot Futures, farmers will be able to take positive action to safeguard their own future and that of future generations."

